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take it too much to heart." That evening she
called her son and said: "Son, if you tell our
brahmin in the presence of so many people that
he omitted this text and that text in conducting
worship, it makes him look small and he feels
unhappy."

"Yes, mother," said Parasar. "But it did
not strike me that he would take it in that way.
Quite so. Why should I make him feel small?
I shall not say such things to him hereafter."
The brahmin servant who was inside the house
could hear this and was greatly pleased.

Some time after this there was a series of
dinners in the house on account of the services
for the Dasara. One day Parasar performed the
worship and finished it in perhaps ten minutes.
The next day he asked the servant to perform the
worship. That man really took longer. But
when the worship was over, Parasar, forgetting
the promise he had made to his mother, told the
man that he had finished the worship too soon.
The brahmin went' inside and said to the lady,
"It has begun again, madam. The master finished
worship so quickly yesterday. I took much longer
today. Yet, he says it was incomplete/'

" I shall tell him again not to hurt you," said
the lady, but thought within herself that in the